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Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

It’s the first of four major Pasco School 

District construction projects that were 

approved by voters in the November 

2017 bond proposal, and on November 4, 

2019, close to 300 students, parents and 

community members gathered at Three 

Rivers Elementary for its official       

dedication ceremony. 

The 72,000-square foot building includes 

36 classrooms and is currently home to 

more than 600 Pasco students. The   

opening of Pasco’s 16th elementary 

school helped to alleviate some of the 

overcrowding at nearby schools like   

Livingston Elementary, McGee           

Elementary, and Twain Elementary. 

The evening started with an open house which included school tours led by Three Rivers Elementary Principal 

Jamie Bacon and Assistant Principal Wade Barrow. Parents and community members were able to walk 

through the hallways and check out the school’s state-of-the-art classrooms. 

The dedication ceremony featured performances by Three Rivers students of all grade levels, including a tri-

lingual welcome performed by Three Rivers’ Russian-speaking, Spanish-speaking, and English-speaking    

2nd-grade students. 

During her remarks, Principal Bacon highlighted the similarities between their students and their school’s 

mascot, the chinook. “We are Chinooks and every person in our school, within our school district, and in our 

community plays an essential role in the work of ensuring that our Chinooks are ready to take on the deep, 

blue ocean,” Bacon said. “As we work together, taking on the unknowns and unpredictable waters, we at 

Three Rivers are committed to the collaborative work ahead of us. Each one of our Chinooks are unique, pos-

sessing qualities all their own and although they are all headed towards the ocean, their path may take them 

down one of many rivers. It is our hope that along this journey, they are able to navigate the beautiful ocean, 

nourish their souls, and return back home.”  

District Dedicates Three Rivers Elementary 
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Pasco School Board members prepare to cut the ribbon at the Three  

Rivers Elementary Dedication ceremony on Nov. 4. 



2 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

 Board of Directors Named 2019 Board of Distinction 

The Pasco School District Board of Directors is one of 34 Washington school boards named a 2019 Board of 

Distinction by the Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA). This is the fourth consecutive 

year that Pasco’s school board has earned the Board of Distinction recognition. 

Board President Steve Christensen, Board Vice President Amy Phillips, and members Sherry Lancon, Scott 

Lehrman, and Aaron Richardson were honored during the annual WSSDA conference in Bellevue last 

week.  

The annual Boards of Distinction program is designed to encourage school boards to examine their practices 

as governing bodies and how their actions and decisions impact the success of students. School boards recog-

nized as a Board of Distinction have reviewed their decision-making and shown how that is tied to positive 

student success. 

Boards are also asked to demonstrate their actions and results in efforts to close opportunity gaps. To be      

selected as a Board of Distinction requires that a board show a clear link between their leadership and closing 

gaps that impact student success. The applications are evaluated by an independent review panel. 

The PSD School Board was also named a Board of Distinction in 2009, 2014, 2016, 2017 and 2018. In 2009 

and 2016 they were named a WSSDA School Board of the Year. 
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 McLoughlin Middle School Welcomes Community at VIP Day 
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About a dozen Very Important Parents and Very Interested       

Patrons got up bright and early on November 14 to see Very     

Innovative Pasco in action at McLoughlin Middle School’s VIP 

Day. Guests spent the morning with McLoughlin students,        

engaging in classroom activities and experiencing the exceptional 

qualities that make Pasco Schools an exciting place to learn. 

Students served as tour guides for the guests, showing off some of 

the great things that students are learning and doing at    

McLoughlin Middle School every day. 
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 Community Members Make Donations to Help pay off Lunch Debt 

We would like to express a heartfelt “thank you” to a pair of community members who 

recently visited PSD’s Nutrition Services office to make donations to help pay off the 

unpaid lunch debt at some of our schools. 

Leticia Leal with the Morfin Law Firm visited Nutrition Services recently and said that 

their firm wanted to make a significant donation to help reduce the unpaid lunch bal-

ances at McGee Elementary. Wow, what a generous gesture! 

But wait, there’s more. Joni Martin recently stopped by Nutrition Services to deliver a 

check to help pay off some of the unpaid lunch debt at Captain Gray STEM Elemen-

tary.  

Joni recently participated in a cast iron skillet “cook-off” with several of her friends, 

and the winner got to pick which school district would receive the prize money as a donation. Joni’s famous 

‘Skillet Apple Pie’ was the judges’ top choice, and she chose to donate the $140 in prize money to Captain 

Gray. 

As we head into the holiday season, it is truly heartwarming to see the abundant generosity of our community. 

Thank you to Jodi Martin and the Morfin Law Firm for supporting Pasco students. 

 Saluting Students 
Three Rivers Elementary students (from left to 

right) Fenix Garcia, Jesus Larios, Crisel Aviles 

and Josiah Saucedo led the flag salute at the 

Board of Directors meeting on Nov. 12.    

Joni Martin 
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Clockwise from top right: Livingston  

Elementary honored more than two 

dozen local veterans during their  

Veterans Day assembly; Angelou  

Elementary Cub Scouts present the 

flags during their Veterans Day     

assembly; Twain Elementary students 

wave mini U.S. flags during their  

Veterans Day assembly; Members of 

VFW Post 12018 present the flags  

during Longfellow Elementary’s         

Veterans Day assembly; Students at 

Franklin STEM Elementary wear  

colorful headbands to honor veterans 

during their Veterans Day assembly. 



 

 

Board Notes 11-26-19 
 

Board Retreat 
• The Board of Directors held deeper discussions on the sessions they attended and the information they learned at 

the Washington State School Directors Association annual conference in Bellevue. 
 

Board Notes 11-12-19 
 

Study Session 
• Michelle Whitney updated the board on the implementation of the Long Term Facilities Management Plan, and the 

schedule timeline for an upcoming bond. 
 
Special Recognition 

• Shane Edinger recognized the District’s school psychologists as part of School Psychology Awareness Week. The 
board also recognized outgoing board member Dr. Aaron Richardson and thanked him for his four years of volun-
teer service to Pasco school district. 

 
Reports 

• Jenny Rodriquez updated the board on the District’s plans to move 6th grade back to the middle schools starting in 
the 2020-21 school year. 

• Sarah Thornton updated the board on the information the District has gathered on the potential change from at-large 
board elections to a director district framework.  

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Approval of conditional certificates; Approval of out of endorsement teaching assign-
ments; Approval of contract for fresh produce; Approval of Security Upgrade Phase 3 change order #3; Approval of 
Reynolds Middle School construction change order #3; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Pasco School District 
student board representatives to attend the Washington State School Directors Association annual conference in Belle-
vue, WA; Approval of Out of State Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School speech and debate students to 
attend the Western Montana Invitational Speech and Debate Tournament in Kalispell, MT; Approval of Out of State 
Student Travel for Angelou Elementary 6th grade students to participate in Science Day event at Silverwood theme park 
in Athol, ID.  
 
Board meetings are livestreamed on the District’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/pascoschools. Board 
meetings are also broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You can 
view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule  
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, the only exceptions being December and July. 
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings at 4:30 
p.m. 
  
Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24 

Upcoming Events: Nov. 28-29: Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL 

Dec. 3-6: Grade K-6 Conferences (Elementary Early Release) 

Dec. 6-7: Elf, the Musical - Chiawana HS Theatre - 7 p.m. 

Dec. 10: Board of Directors Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 

Dec. 12-14: Elf, the Musical - Chiawana HS Theatre - 7 p.m. 

Dec. 23-Jan. 3: Winter Break - NO SCHOOL 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, age, 

religion, color, national origin, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of trained dog 

guide or service animal. Pasco School District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other designated youth groups. Questions 

and complaints of alleged discrimination should be addressed to the following designated employees: Title IX and Civil Rights Compliance Officer 

Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, sthornton@psd1.org; or Section 504 coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lew-

is St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700, kdocken@psd1.org. Nondiscrimination policies are available at www.psd1.org.  
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